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TAB — SALE 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.05 pm]: I rise to inform the house that after 
an extensive and rigorous process, the McGowan government has decided to terminate the market process for the 
sale of the Western Australian TAB. The government always made it clear that the sale of the TAB would proceed 
only if it was in the long-term interests of the racing industry and the taxpayers of Western Australia. After prudent 
and exhaustive efforts, it has become clear that agreement cannot be reached to meet those terms. 
The process to sell the TAB was first commenced under the previous Liberal–National government in 2015. The 
process was halted in 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19. In October 2021, at the request of Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia, former Minister for Racing and Gaming Reece Whitby announced that the government would 
commence a new sale process. Expressions of interest were initially sought from the market, followed by an intensive 
request for binding offers, with three selected respondents. Within the past month, the government progressed 
negotiations with NTD, otherwise known as Betr, as the preferred respondent, but it ultimately failed to confirm the 
necessary financial commitments to support its offer. The other bids received were from Tabcorp and Entain Group; 
however, they did not provide the necessary financial return to proceed with the sale. 
Since the restart of the TAB sale process in mid-2021, the state government has spent approximately $3.5 million 
to fund staff, legal, commercial and other consultancy expenses. Unfortunately, by the end of the market process, 
we did not have the certainty required to ensure that the long-term interests of both the state and the racing industry 
could be met by the offers presented by respondents. On this basis, the McGowan government has made the 
responsible and prudent decision to retain ownership of the WA TAB. The state government will retain ownership 
of the WA TAB and it will continue to be operated by Racing and Wagering Western Australia in the state’s interests 
and for the benefit of the local racing industry. I would like to thank Racing and Wagering Western Australia and the 
racing industry reference group for their collaborative and constructive approach to working through the sale process. 
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